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THE  WAY WE WERETHE  WAY WE WERETHE  WAY WE WERETHE  WAY WE WERETHE  WAY WE WERE
   I guess that our first important dog was Ch.
Blythewood Maid Marion , for reasons stated
above. However another dog that we did not
breed, really excited us. from the moment that
Joan took TROOPER aka Ch. Skyrocket’s
Bound to Win (Ch. Skyrocket’s Uproar x Wendy
of Kringle) out of his crate in our driveway in
Tewksbury Twp., N.J., we recognized his qual-
ity and showmanship. We had to have him. He
did not disappoint, and started winning from
the puppy class, culminating in being the top
winning Miniature Schnauzer in 1973. That
same year a Reflections bitch was the top win-
ning bitch.

   We are no longer involved in any way show-
ing or breeding and keep an interest through
information in the AMSC monthly news letter
AMSCOPE.

   I trust that this is close to what your are look-
ing for.

Homer Graf

   You betch, Homer, this is just what I was look-
ing for!!  Thanks a lot for this month’s look
“down memory lane”. Next month we will be
hearing from Jean Heath of BlackWatch Ken-
nels and has some words for us!!!

Carole Weinberger

   This month’s column comes to us from
Homer Graf. I will just copy his letter directly,
as I found it most interesting.

   This is in response to your letter of 9/18/08.
Your suggestion of  researching “old” breed-
ers should be interesting.

   I don’t know how well I can answer your
questionnaire, for after about eight moves -
from the east coast to the west coast and
now in between, downsizing each time, and
no longer breeding Miniature Schnauzers,
most of our dog records are long gone. Addi-
tionally, I can’t trust much to my 93 year old
memory nor to Isabelle’s.

But here goes:

   Our kennel name was REFLECTIONS. It
came from a sketch that our daughter made
of a schnauzer looking into a mirror, and later
became a part of our logo.

   I believe that we first began showing about
Oct. 1964. At that time I co—owned Ch.
Blythewood Maid Marion (Ch. Mankit’s Adam
x Ch. Blythewood Pageantry) with Dr. Robert
Huber, and Reflections started from this out-
standing base. Made Marion produced our
first two Reflections Champions - Ch. Re-
flections Marionette and Ch. Reflections Bit
O Blythewood.

   Our first MS was Padlei’s Dancing Dandy
(Ch. Padlei’s Ixion x Dorem Fancy, purchased
from Irma Rozynski in Sept. 1956. This male
dog was purchased as and was our pet. At
that time we had no interest in showing or
breeding; that was to come later when our
interest was aroused from going to dog
shows.

   Joan and Bob Huber were very instrumen-
tal in our education and training in the breed.
We did not show our own dogs. That was a
telaent that we did not have. Joan Huber did
our handling. Joan also taught Isabelle to do
a reasonable job of grooming, not to Joan’s
standards, but good.

* MOVING?  Be
sure to send your
change of address and
new phone number to
us so that AMSCOPE
can follow you...you
wouldn't want to miss
one issue!

SPECIALTY WINS
Chicago MSC

Sweepstakes
Judge  Ms. Marilyn Laschinski

Best in Sweeps – Penlan Polly Pockets. /Buttke

Regular Classes
Judge Jo Ann Dutton

W/BW/BBBE...  Tomar’s Cocktails N Dreams/
M.Paisley

WB/BOS –  KHarasahl’s Racee Knickers/Garmaker
RWB –  Myla’s Goddess Of Love/ Sicurella/

Garmaker
BOB – CH Carmel Race To Kelvercrest / Potiker

Paul Revere MSC
May 29, 2009

Sweeps – (1-6)
Judge Mrs Kathi Brown

Best in Sweeps – Kelly's Steele's The Spotlight/
Kelly/Steele

BOS in Sweeps –Ellerker's Devil At The Door/
Caines

Regular – (4-15-3))
Judge Mr. John David Hughes

WD/BOW..  Kelly's Steele's The Spotlight/Kelly/
Steele

RWD..Trix-An's Gianni Prince of Naples/Carlone
WB/BOS..Kelly's Tamar's Lunar Back 2 The Future/

Linell/Tamar/Kelly
RWB –Blythewood Dazzling Perfection/

Beauchamp/Huber
BOB – Ch. Sterling Pantent Pending/Caines/LaSalle/

Diaz
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LOOKLOOKLOOKLOOKLOOK0   00   00   00   00   0

  Please let me know if you
make a change.

*DECALS & PINS. You can get AMSC
decals ($1.00) and Replacement pins
($7.50) from:
  Mary Ann Shandor
  2302 Cumberland Court, SW
  Decatur, AL 35602
  256-351-6942
  tuckarry@aol.com

*LOCAL CLUBS...please be sure to in-
clude all information when sending
Specialty tear sheets for inclusion in
AMSCOPE e.g. Judges, dates, entry,
obedience.

* LOCAL CLUBS...send a copy of your
newsletter to the following members
of the Local Club Bulletin Committee:

Luana Nedich
29 Jackson Hill Road
Underhill VT 05489
luaned@aol.com

Stephanie Davis-Rae
148 Dover Way
Vacaville CA 95687
luvwaltdisney@comcast.net

Marcia Dawson
1403 Schooner Court
Clifton Park NY 12065
maestropepper@nycap.rr.com

AND to:  Carla Borrelli (cborr@aol.com)
    1799 South Creek Road
      Derby, NY 14047

*E-MAIL...If you would like to send your
wins to AMSCOPE via E-MAIL, use the fol-
lowing address:
        CBORR@AOL.COM

The deadline
for the

August  issue
 is July 20th.
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Be sure to also send new informa-
tion to:

Sharon Edwards
21301 Golf Estates Drive

Laytonsville, MD 20882-5109
301-947-8811

  rtesle@comcast.net
treasurer@amsc.us

AKC CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
— Legislative Successes Depend on Active Club Members and Breeders —

AMSC MEMBERSHIP

The AMSC is open to all pesons
interested in the breed.

Prospective members must be
sponsored by two AMSC members in

good standing with the American
Kennel Club.

If you know someone that is inter-
ested in becoming a member of

AMSC, please direct them to the web
site at:

www.amsc.us
Current and updated membership

applications are available at the
website.  If you wish additional

information, please contact:

Mary Ann Shandor
2303 Cumberland Court, SW

Decatur, AL 35603-2617
membership@amsc.com

New York, NY – The AKC’s long-standing repu-
tation and credibility as the authority for all mat-
ters relating to dogs are among the reasons
why policymakers regularly seek our input
when developing dog-related legislation. The
AKC’s grassroots organization of nearly 5,000
local dog clubs, thousands of responsible dog
owners and breeders, and the number of dogs
and litters registered each year means that
AKC support or opposition can help make or
break the success of legislation.

     Whenever state residents are threatened
with unreasonable laws impacting responsible
breeders and owners– and this year has seen
more than 800 such bills across the country –
the AKC Government Relations department
works closely with AKC state federations, local
clubs and breeders groups to address the
problematic language. We provide these
groups with significant resources, assistance,
information and direct communications with
lawmakers. This model works because, un-
like for-profit competitors, the AKC puts its re-
sources back into benefitting the dogs it regis-
ters and this includes legislation.

     Policy officials throughout the nation recog-
nize the AKC and its state federations as sup-
porting reasonable laws that protect the rights
of dog owners and breeders while ensuring
integrity of the purebred dog and the welfare of
all dogs. The AKC’s position statements are
accessible and well-publicized. Legislators
also know that the AKC is self-regulating: the
AKC inspects its own breeders; has zero toler-
ance for neglect and abuse; and recognizes
the obligations of dog owners to abide by clean-
up ordinances, leash laws, nuisance laws and
other reasonable regulations.

     AKC staff continues to develop successful
legislative strategies based on mutually re-
spectful interaction with policymakers. In Ne-
braska a bill that would have heavily regulated
breeders and capped dog ownership at 75
dogs was recently postponed indefinitely be-
cause AKC worked closely with breeders in that
state. AKC constituents from Florida to Minne-
sota to West Virginia have worked with our tal-
ented staff and taken advantage of our useful

resources and, as a result, have seen legis-
lative successes in defeating bad bills.

     In our ongoing efforts to provide these re-
sources to our constituents, we are pleased
to now offer a nationwide legislative tracking
service. Updated daily this handy database
gives fanciers access to pending canine leg-
islation, including bill text, official legislative
summaries, the latest legislative develop-
ments, the progress of specific bills, as well
as the most up-to-date AKC legislative alerts
and messages. We recognize that numer-
ous bills are constantly being introduced na-
tionwide and that is why we still rely on local
club members to notify us of new legislation.
If you hear of a bill we should add to the list,
please alert us at doglaw@akc.org or call the
Government Relations Department at 919-
816-3720.

     I encourage you to utilize our new tracking
service and sign-up for our complimentary e-
newsletter Taking Command, for up-to-date
information on protecting your rights as re-
sponsible dog owners and breeders. AKC is
here to help you prepare to engage in the
legislative process with your state lawmak-
ers. For more information visit: http://
www.akc.org/canine_legislation/

Sincerely,

Ron Menaker, Chairman
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Join us for our 2nd Annual
Miniature Schnauzer Photo

Contest
Show off your beautiful dogs

and your talents!!!

~~~ENTRY DETAILS~~~~
·Four categories

1. Portrait   2. Puppy   3. Comedy   4.  General
· Put entry information on back of photo

(include:  name of photographer, address,
telephone #, e-mail address and category)

· $5.00 entry fee per photo.
·Make checks payable to AMSC

·Entries must be received September 20, 2009

~~~ENTRY RULES~~~~
·Photo size..8x10 matted in black or white

·All photos must in a mat or they will not be
accepted

(be sure to mount to allow for safe removal of
photo from mat for publication!)

·Photo must include a Miniature Schnauzer(s)
·Color or black & white photos accepted

·Open to amateur photographers only
·The person submitting the photo, must also be the

photographer
·No show pictures…please

·No identifying items can be on the front of photo
(i.e. name, initials)

~~~JUDGING~~~~
·Judging to be held at the annual dinner/meeting in

October
·Everyone at the annual dinner will get to cast one

vote for his or her “Best in Show” pick.
·Ribbons & prizes awarded for top three winners

in each category at specialty dinner and to be
judged by a panel of 3 judges

·Best in Show rosette/prize and other winners
awarded at the Annual Meeting

Best in show and first place winners from each
category will be published in the AMSCope and on

the website!
Best in Show and the 3 placements from each

category will be used to produce our AMSC
Calendar to be ready for Christmas.

Send Entries with Entry Fee And Direct All
Inquires To:

 John Constantine
2165 West Chester Rd

East Fallowfield, PA 19320
215-527-0056 John@adamis.org

* Non-winning photos may be picked up
at the end of  the Annual Dinner. Photos will not

be returned otherwise.
* Photos not picked up at the Annual

Dinner become the property of AMSC for use in
various projects and/or publications.

*Winning photos will be retained and used by
AMSC for use with various projects or publica-

tions.

 HUNTING AND HIKING TIPS FOR PETS
Newsletter of the Community Practice Service  Fall 08

College of Veterinary Medicine, Washington State University

   Hunting or hiking with your dog requires
some planning for yourself and your pet. First,
consider some pre-season walks or other
forms of conditioning to get you both ready for
the physical activity and to prevent discomfort
or injury. If you can’t condition or if the animal
is mostly sedentary, limit the length and dura-
tion of time afield.

  When packing for a hike, must-have items to
bring along include a first aid kit with sterile
bandages, gauze, disinfectant, and surgical
tape. Also bring insect repellant for fleas and
ticks.

  Another important item to carry is your own
water. Be sure to bring enough water for both
you and your dog as streams and standing
water may contain bacteria that can make a
dog sick, including blue-green algae. You may
also want to carry pet snacks, as well as an
extra leash and collar.

   Dogs can get lost in unfamiliar surround-
ings,
so make sure your pet has adequate identifi-
cation, such as an ID tag on the collar or an
identification microchip, or ideally, both.

   If a pet gets hurt on the trail and is bleeding,
place a clean cloth over the wound and apply
pressure for several minutes. Do not remove
the cloth to see if the bleeding has stopped.
Doing so only disrupts any clotting. If the ban-
dage soaks through, simply add more ban-
dage material over the top and continue to
apply pressure. If practical, try to elevate the
wound. Next, do your best to get your pet to a
veterinarian as quickly as possible.

   During hunting season, make sure pets are
in safe areas and cannot be mistaken for
game. Also apply a tick control product and
make sure your dogs are vaccinated for
leptospirosis, a serious bacterial disease that
can potentially spread to people. Infection

sources include pond water or puddles con-
taminated with the bacteria from wildlife urine,
so hunting dogs are in greater need of vacci-
nation. Always carry along an adequate, fresh,
water supply for yourself and your dog.

   Even  if no trauma occurs after a hike or hunt
check paws and ears for thorns and other
material that may have been picked up. Check
daily too, for sporting injuries and foreign ob-
jects such as grass awns that may become
lodged in the feet, ears, eyes, and nose.

   Early season hunts can cause heat stress
in unconditioned animals. Pre-season
walks will help, but be aware of signs of
heat stress. If overheating occurs, cool
your pet first and
then seek veterinary attention soon. Signs
of overheating include heavy, rapid pant-
ing, a body temperature of 104 degrees F.
or more, weakness, diarrhea or vomiting,
seizures, and potentially coma or death.
To get an overheated dog’s body tempera-
ture down, soak the animal in cool water
or use wet towels to wet the skin, place
the pet in front of a fan if possible, and call
a veterinarian.  If out on the hunt, use the
car air conditioner to help cool the dog.
But also remember that pets, like children,

should never be left unattended in a car dur-
ing warm weather.

BLACK   RIBBONS
“SMASH” MY VERSATILITY DOG

Ch. Loneacre’s Simply Smashing CD AX
MXJ

4/7/95-5/22/09
When you are a breeder you have the

opportunity that others don’t have.  You
have the ability of being able to replace
dogs that are irreplaceable in a more

tangible way then those of us that don’t
breed dogs can.  I have had the fortune
over the years to love and be loved by

some very special Miniature Schnauzers
and sadly they all have to pass on.  When
I think that there will never be “another”,

there is that special pup that catches your
eye and heart. When you’re a breeder that
pup can not only fill the hole in your heart
but it even has some of the traits geneti-
cally from past dogs that you have had.
Physical traits yes but even personality
traits and glimpses of past dogs in a
look, woo or bark, warming the heart.
When I look into those eyes I see her

still…..
Beth Santure
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Continued on p.5, column 1...Earth Dog

An Underground Activity
"Earthdog" is for small dogs with a strong prey drive.

by Terry Long

"Get the rat! Get the rat! Get the rat!"
"Yap, yap, yap, yap!"
   These are the sounds of a successful
earthdog team. As the human team mem-
ber encourages her dog to sniff out and pur-
sue the scent of an underground rat, her ca-
nine partner indicates a find by barking, bark-
ing, barking. The Adrenalin level is high in
both human and canine as they revel in this
unique canine lOrt called earthdog. One of
several dog sports that tap into our dogs'
hard-wired .stincts, earthdog is a great out-
let for dogs with tenacity, a high predatory
drive, and  the flexible physical structure to
squeeze into -and out of-tight, narrow spaces.

History
   As long as there have been farmers and
hunters, there have been "earth dogs." Hardy,
scrappy little dogs helped hunters tree squir-
rels, run rabbits to ground, corner foxes in
their dens, and clear vermin from dwellings.
As often happens, humans found a way to
create competitive games from dogs' natu-
ral abilities. For terriers and Dachshunds, a
sport is born. Earthdog! Get that rat!
   As early as 211 B.C., mention was made of
tiny rough-coated dogs used to follow ani-
mals into their burrows. Later, in the 1576
book De Canibus Anglicis, by Johannes
Caius, the use of terriers was described in
detail.
    In 1935, after many years of friends gath-
ering together to test their dogs' capabilities
against  those of  their friends' dogs, the
Dachshund Club started offering trials mod-
eled after German training for fox and bad-
ger hunting. This included building under-
ground tunnels up to 50 feet long, with twists
and turns along the way that required dogs
to make decisions about which way to go to
find their quarry. And it's dark down there!
    In 1941 the Sealyham Terrier Club issued
the first "working certificate," which outlined
requirements for dogs to search out wood-
chucks. In 1971 the American Working Ter-
rier Association (AWTA) started artificial den
trials in the U.S. By 1994, the American Ken-
nel Club had launched its Earthdog program.
Diane Amendola of Huntington Beach, Cali-
fornia, has been participating in the sport for
27 years, primarily with Welsh Terriers. Also
a competitor in conformation, obedience,
tracking, and agility, Amendola has judged
earthdog tests for AWTA since 1986 and for
AKC since the start of that program. Each
organization plays a vital role in promoting
the sport.
    "The AWTA, from which the AKC drew its
sport, focuses on hunting and getting people
into the field. Their members provide actual

hunts for other members," she says. "The AKC
does not encourage people and their dogs
into actual hunting. Each one has its place in
our world.  Not everyone has the time or incli-
nation for hunting, but  AKC is a place where
they can get an idea of what kind of instincts or
not that their dog has."
   As with all of its approved sports, the AKC's
Earthdog competitions are for AKC registered
terrier breeds only. The AWTA also recognizes
certain breeds (listed on its website, dirt-
dog.com), but also permits mixed-breeds "of
the correct size and character to enter a nine-
inch artificial earth (burrow)" in its competi-
tions.

Earthdog attributes
   Farmers and hunters bred dogs for both
structure and temperament, using individu-
als
best  suited for the job they would do. Too
broad a chest could interfere with a dog's abil-
ity to squeeze in and out of small spaces. The
best "go to ground" dogs were compact and
strong, and had rough coats that would pro-
tect them from injury when they followed their
quarry underground.
    Courage and tenacity were just as impor-
tant as the aforementioned physical traits, en-
suring these dogs would pursue their quarry
despite obstructions to passage and solve
the problems they face in underground tun-
nels with false tunnels (no rat down that one!).
These attributes, combined with a keen sense
of smell, made for the perfect earthdog since
the earliest days.
   Amendola, who has attained a variety of titles
from both AWTA and AKC, has developed pref-
erences for a working earthdog. Real-life hunts
can be dangerous. Gophers, rats, wood-
chucks, and raccoons, can all inflict serious
wounds. Amendola says, "I like a calm, sen-
sible dog that takes care of itself and usually
doesn't get too chewed up in the hunt field. I
think the trait of caution is inherent and comes
with a smart dog, and a small amount does
come with experience. However, there are
those dogs that never quite learn to take care
of themselves and in my opinion should not
be taken into the field."
    Self-preservation is only part of it. The in-
tense predatory behavior of a successful
earthdog results in a very high arousal level in
the working earthdog.
    Some people are reluctant to encourage
behavior  that  looks for all intents and pur-
poses like a dog gone mad. Yet, like many
sports, the best earthdogs are always under
the control of their ownerl handler.  Amendola
has clear prefences on this subject as well.
"Having prey drive, to me, means a dog that
has the determination to go after and stay with

the job at hand, is not sound-sensitive, and
responds to cues (not as in an obedience ring,
but as at home). He hunts when there is quarry
and is alert and ready to work and will respond
to his owner. Prey is what turns the dog on and
not everyday situations like seeing another
dog. An intelligent, calm, self-confident dog
makes the best field dog."
    Breeds commonly seen in today's earthdog
trials include Dachshunds and a variety of  ter-
riers: Australian, Bedlington, Border, Cairn,
Dandie Dinmont, Fox, Jack Russell or Par-
sons, Lakeland, Manchester, Norfolk, Norwich,
Scottish, Sealyham, Silky, Skye, Welsh, West
Highland, Miniature Schnauzers, and even
Miniature Bull Terriers. Some of the less com-
mon earthdog terriers include the Cesky,
Patterdale, Glen of Imall, and Rat.

Equipment a supplies
   Many people are encouraged to try the sport
due to the very inexpensive, small amount of
gear needed to get started.
,. A rat (real or fake) is placed in a locked
box. The first stage of training is to simply
encourage the dog"s interest in the box. This
Australian Terrier is showing good interest
and is ready for the next step in training.
get started.
  • Rat cage. This is a small wooden or wire
box that closes securely, and has a wire front
panel. A real or fake rat is placed in the box.
  • Rat.  Many of the rats used in earthdog train-
ing have been bred and raised to tolerate bark-
ing dogs. Alternatively, a fake rat that has been
scented with real rat odor can be used in train-
ing. (Go to your local pet store and ask for  used
rat bedding fromheir cages.) In competition,
live rats are used.
The tunnel through which dogs burrow un-
derground is a simple box with wood sides
and an opening at either end. Short tunnels
are used initially in The dog is encouraged
(lO feet long) are used to explore the tunnel.
during initial training.
  • Tunnels. Short tunnels training (10 feet long)
are used during initial training. Later, longer
tunnels (up to 50 feet) are used.
• Harness, leash, and longline.  A standard,
back-clip harness helps take the pressure off
the neck and trachea of dogs pulling toward
the box. A leather, cloth, or nylon six-foot leash
is used in between training sessions, while a
light-weight longline is used while working the
dogs in practice sessions.

Training
   Training your first earthdog will be easiest if
you hook up with an experienced earthdog
trainer and handler through a variety of clubs
that focus on this sport. An experienced han-
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nels with right and left turns.

Levels of competition
There are four levels ofcompetition under AKC
standards of competition. More specific details
are available from a variety of books and from
the AKC and AWTA websites,but here is a brief
description of the AKC standards.

   •Introduction to quarry. This is AKC's initial
"test" or trial level and a great place to start
your dog. The judge is allowed to give tips to
the handler, and the handler is allowed to cue
and encourage her dog. The tunnel is 10 feet
long with only one tum, with the rat behind bars
at the end of a scented trail.

  • Junior Earthdog. The handler must stand
quietly where she releases her dog; no verbal
or physical cues are allowed. The release
point is 10 feet from the entry of a clearly vis-
ible den entrance. The dog has 30 seconds to
enter the tunnel and follow the scent of the rat
through at least three right-angle turns along
a 30-foot length of tunnel and "work" (i.e., bark
at the rat for 60 seconds. The dog must then
allow the handler to remove him without injury
to the dog or handler. To earn the Junior
Earthdog title, your dog must perform these
requirements in two separate trials, each with
a different judge.

    • Senior Earthdog. The handler  releases
the dog 15 to 20 feet from the den entrance,
which is steeper and less visible to the dog
than it was in the Junior level.
   Again, the dog must navigate a 30-foot length
of tunnel with three right angle turns, but now
he must also overcome a false, unscented exit
an an unscented bedding area and choose,
instead, the route with the scented rat bed-
ding.
The tunnel is aligned with the rat box so the
dog can readily see the box through the tun-
nel. The dog is restrained for a few moments,
to build his keen interest in running toward
the rat in the box. When he's released, he
enters and runs through the tunnel to the rat
box.
ThisSilkyTerrierhassuccessfully followed the
rat scent (well, and the sight) through the
tunnel to the rat box and is barking to alert
his owner to his find.

   This time, due to the increased distractions,
the dog has 90 seconds to get to the scented
bedding, and 15 seconds to start barking. He
must "work" the rat for 90 seconds at the Se-
nior level.
  At the end of the 90 seconds, the rat is re-
moved and the dog must come back to the
handler  when called. The dog has 90 sec-
onds to come when called. The dog must per-
form these requirements in three trials with at

Earthdog ...continued from p. 4, column 3

dler can quickly get you started and point out
things to avoid during initial training, especially
ifyou think you will want to compete with your
dog.
    Amendola recommends starting with basic
obedience, socialization, and confidence-
building. "Besides taking the dog everywhere
to acquaint it with different situations, I often
suggest  that a dog owner bring home a paper
shopping bag, put a treat inside, and encour-
age the dog to get it. Sticking his head into,
and then venturing inside, a dark bag that is
moving, flapping, and making noise is a great
confidence builder for a dog."
    Here is a brief overview of the major compo-
nents in training.

   • Introduction to the quarry (the rat). Put   your
rat in the cage. Your initial goal is to spark in-
terest in the cage and to encourage your dog
to bark at the rat in the cage.
   With your dog on-leash, encourage your dog
to investigate the cage by tapping on the cage
and saying, "Get the rat!"   Praise any interest
in the cage, letting your excitement level build
as your dog's interest increases. As he be-
comes more interested, you can "tease" him a
bit by moving the cage slightly out of his reach
and then repeating "Get the rat" and letting him
run to it.
   Once you are sure he is very excited about
the cage, don't praise unless he paws or  barks
at the cage. If your dog seems uninterested,
don't push it.  Start over at another time. Train-
ing sessions should be kept very short (2-3
minutes).
    When your dog consistently barks at the

cage with the rat in it, you will switch to a fake
rat  (you are going to be moving the cage
around and don't want to jostle the rat). Put
your  fake rat, scented with rat scent, in the
cage. Restrain your dog on-leash and drag
the rat cage along the ground while encourag-
ing your dog to "Get the rat!"
    When he barks at it, let go and let him race
to the rat cage. Do not allow him to bite at the
cage. Again, train in short sessions and quit
before he wants to quit. Train your dog to settle
down between training sessions so that he
learns to maintain control when not actively
working.
   • Introduction to the tunnel. Once your dog
is very interested in the rat  cage, place the
cage at one end of a 10-foot tunnel. Take your

dog off the harness (you don't want the har-
ness to get caught in the tunnel) and hold your
dog near the other end of the tunnel and en-
courage him to "Get the rat."
    Don't try to force him into the tunnel. Just let
his desire to get to the rat motivate him to enter
the tunnel. This is why it is important to build a
strong desire, as described above, to get to
the rat cage.  (Alternatively, you could train your
dog separately to crawl through the tunnel so
he already has this skill before this stage.)
    If necessary, you can place the cage inside
the tunnel and encourage your dog to . poke
his head in to find the rat. Praise him for any
effort at entering the tunnel.
    • Increasing the difficulty.   As your dog suc-
ceeds with a short tunnel above ground, you
can increase the distance between your dog
and the entrance of  the tunnel, bury the tunnel,
and later introduce longer tunnels and  tun-

Continued on p.6, column 1...Earth Dog
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least two different judges.

   • Master Earthdog. This gets really interest-
ing.  At the Master level, two dogs (a "brace")
are randomly selected to work together, each
with his own handler. The den entrance is 100
to 300 yards away, with the entrance obscured.
Along the way, the dog must investigate a vis-
ible, empty, unscented entrance when the han-
dler asks him to.  Barking at the false entrance
disqualifies the dog.
   The dog that gets to the real den entrance
gets to work it first, while the second dog must
"honor" the first dog and wait.  A tethering spot
is provided, and the dog and handler must wait
their tum. Once the first dog iscalled out ofthe
den,the second dog is released to work it.
   Each dog must navigate through 30 feet of
tunnel with three right  turns, which is the same
as the Senior level; however, there are two
additional obstacles at the Master Level. One
is a 6-inch-diameter PVC pipe placed
crossways in the den (simulating a root), and
the second is a narrowing of the width of the
tunnel to 6 inches for a distance of 18 inches.
The dog has 90 seconds to get to the rat, must
start barking at the rat within 15 seconds of
finding it, and must work it for 90 seconds. The
dog must allow his handler to remove him
from the den within 15 seconds.
  To earn his Master Earthdog title, your dog
must fulfill these requirements four different
times under three different judges.

Is this sport for you?
   Clearly, earthdog is a blast for the dog whose
predatory nature and tenacity make this sport
a great outlet for these innate characteristics.
People who choose to live with these terrier-
like personalities love these smart little prob-
lem solvers, and channeling their dog's abili-
ties into a sport so well suited to them brings
them great joy. Yet, the sport is dirty, it can be
noisy, and it's definitely not for you if you don't
want to see rats barked at by dogs. And, de-
pending on where you live, you may have to
travel quite a distance to find people of like
mind.
  Yet, as with many of  the other sports,  there's
a spark -a bond, a connection -that happens
when people and dogs play  together that make
these minor challenges.  Perhaps Amendola
says it best. "I love all the dog sports and the
wonderful people 1 have met through the years
and learned so much from and continue to
learn from. I cherish the many memories my
friends have made possible for me to have by
participating in these sports."

 •Terry Long, CPDT, is a writer, agility instruc-
tor, and behavior counselor in Long Beach,
CA. She lives with four dogs and a cat and is
addicted to agility and animal behavior.

Earthdog ...cont'd from p. 5, column 3 Bouquets & BiscuitsBouquets & BiscuitsBouquets & BiscuitsBouquets & BiscuitsBouquets & Biscuits
* Ch. Nites’s Sin Wagon, NAJ (Ch Sterling’
Ugly From The Front x Ch Adamis Cock-A-
Doodle-Doo, CD, RN, NA, NAJ, AXP, AJP)
earned her Novice Jumpers title on May 16,
2009 at the Dog Obedience Training Club of
Rochester, NY with a clean first place. Sin was
bred by T. LaSalle, S. Diaz, and R. Dorn and is
owned by Rebecca Dorn.

* Nite’s Naturally Like This, OA, OAJ (Ch Ster-
ling’ Nite’s Like This NAJ, NAP, OJP x Ch
Adamis Nite’s Btwn The Sheets) earned her
Open Jumpers title on May 16, 2009 at the Dog
Obedience Training Club of Rochester, NY.
Natalie is bred and owned by Rebecca Dorn.

*Ch. P.S. Chubby Checker Sings The Blues
(Ch. P.S. Karysma’s Speaker Of The House X
Ch. Bowsers PS I’m A Wild Thing) completed
the requirements for his Championship on May
1, 2009 at the Badger Kennel Club Dog Show.
He is the 2nd champion for his sire and the
1st for his dam. Bred, owned and handled by
Sally Dahlke.

Ch. P.S. Siren’s Moon Shadow ( Ch. P.S.
Moonraker’s Pride x Ch. P.S. Luv’s Secret Si-
ren) completed the requirements for his Cham-
pionship on May 24, 2009 at Key City Kennel
Club Dog Show. He is the 1st champion for
both his sire and dam. Bred, owned and
handled by Sally Dahlke.

* ATChC Moondreamer Dazzling Dakota, “Da-
kota”, and ATChC Meinkismah’s Bell of the
Ball    The Regionals were held May 29-31 at
the Nepean National Equestrian Centre in Ot-
tawa, Ontario, with 6 rings going at the same
time to handle the 400+ dogs and their han-
dlers. Mother Nature added an extra challenge
to the weekend as the weather was awful with
rain, wind, sleet, cold temperatures and lots of
mud. Ever seen a soaking wet Miniature
Schnauzer? Friday started with 2 Steeplechase
runs for each dog. The times were combined
and the top 25% of dogs in each class were
invited to compete in the Steeplechase Final
for prize money. To my surprise, ATChC
Moondreamer Dazzling Dakota, “Dakota”, and
ATChC Meinkismah’s Bell of the Ball, “Sasha”,
both qualified for the Final, with 2 clean runs
each, which were held Sunday afternoon after
the regular Regionals events. In the Finals
both had clean fast runs so Sasha placed 2nd,

and Dakota 3rd in their respective classes. In
the regular classes of Standard, Jumpers, and
Gamblers each dog had to run one of each on
Saturday and Sunday. Points were awarded
for each run minus faults, or bonus points
added for clean runs below standard course
time. Both dogs placed in the individual events,
and at the end of the 6 runs, the scores were
added to reveal an aggregate score. Dakota
finished 8th out of 17 dogs in his class, and
Sasha finished 6th in a class of 27. They were
the highest placing Miniature Schnauzers in
the competition. I was very pleased with their
performances, despite a few bobbles, canine
and human, and we now look forward to com-
peting at the National Agility Championships
to be held in Ottawa July 30 - Aug. 2.
Barbara Bell

2009 Nominating
Committee Report

The Nominating Committee is pleased to
present our report for publishing in the
AMSCope and inclusion in the agenda for the
Board Meeting in Long Beach, CA on Satur-
day, June 20th, 2009. The slate of nominees
is the following:

Officers – 2010
President – John Constantine
Vice President – Carole Weinberger
Treasurer – Sharon Edwards
Secretary – Amy Gordon
AKC Delegate – Don Farley

Members of Board – Class of 2013
Susi Atherton
Rich Edwards
Shawne Imler
Cathi Rohrer

I wish to again thank all the nominees for
agreeing to serve the club. I also want to thank
the other members of the Nominating Com-
mittee for their support and service in this very
important process.

Respectfully submitted by the Nominating
Committee,
Rich Edwards – Chair
Linda Drost
Penny Hirstein
Cathi Rohrer
Beth Santure

The AMSC website has a list of
breeder judges in the

Judges' Page.

http://amsc.us/mentors.html



NEW GYM BAGSNEW GYM BAGSNEW GYM BAGSNEW GYM BAGSNEW GYM BAGS
water-resistant fabric
outside and end pockets

 bright red color

$55.           includes postage

APRONS
stone,red or royal

$25. includes postage

Make checks payable to
AMSC

Send order to:
Carla Nickerson

         5499 Shoshoni Trail
Pocatello, ID 83204-4609

208-232-4191
nicknack2@cableone.net

SWEATSHIRT in STEEL BLUE
SIZES: SMALL,MEDIUM,LARGE, XL, XXL
$45.   includes postage

FRONT

BACK

Shipping to Canada  add $5.00 (US)
Shipping Overseas  add $10.00 (US)

ORDER FORM

ITEM                          SIZE      QUANTITY            PRICE EACH  TOTAL

Ladies _____        _______  @$30.00  =             $____________

MEN'S  _____   _______  @$35.00  = $____________

MEN'S/POCKET         _____   _______  @$35.00  = $____________

SWEATSHIRT  _____   _______  @$40.00  = $ ___________

 AFGHAN   _______  @$65.00                 =             $____________

GYM BAG   _______ @$40.00  = $____________

APRON  _______ @$20.00  = $____________

TOTAL POSTAGE $ ___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ___________

new logo on floor mats and vests

AMSC FLOOR MATS
These striking logo mats are dye injected and
are made of high quality nylon and are 100%
launderable in cold water. They can be used

indoors or outdoors, since they can be
washed but will last longer if not subjected to

extreme weather. The will be perfect for
grooming room, offices, motor homes,

condos, or to stack your puppies on. They
measure 22” X 33”. Cost of the mat is 65.00

plus 15.00 shipping and handling.

This beautiful colorful woven 100% cotton afghan of Min-
iature Schnauzers in a garden setting will be a keep-
sake.  Black, Salt/Pepper and Black/Silver Minis are at
home on green grass with colorful shrubs, trees and
flowers in the background.
Lori Bush and Mildred Shultz collaborated with the artist
at We Love Country on this very unique design.

$75. Includes Shipping

AFGHAN

FLEECE VESTS

also
White Polo Shirts with same logo

Unisex sizes S-XXL
$35  includes shipping

These high quality polar fleece vests
have the new logo embroidered on

the left side of the vest. They come in
men’s sizes in two colors-royal blue
and light grey. The women’s sizes
come in two colors-raspberry and

heather.
$45.00, which includes shipping
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FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE:  The following information is given to help conduct AMSC
business more efficiently.  Please remember that the Secretary and the AMSCOPE
editor should BOTH be notified of address changes, club officers and specialty results.
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  "Try it, you'll like
it!"... and you'll

save AMSC some
money.

Try receiving
AMSCOPE via email.
It's much better....and

you'll not only like
it...you'll LOVE it!

 UPCOMING SPECIALTIES

Metropolitan Cleveland MSC July 31, 2009
Regular Classes : A Ferruggiaro
Sweepstakes: Jeanette Haskell

Greater Columbus MSC November 14, 2009
Regular Classes: James Reynolds

Sweepstakes: Victoria Jordan

AMSC SPECIALTIES

 Montgomery Co.KC                               October 4,2009
                  Regular Classes: James Reynolds

              Sweepstakes Jean Heath

Palm Beach County DFA                        March 14 , 2010
   Regular Classes: Marcia Feld

Sweepstakes: Carma Ewer

Great Western Terrier Association           June 26, 2010
     Regular Classes: Claudia Seaberg

Sweepstakes: Beth Santure

Montgomery County Kennel Club         October 10, 2010
                          Regular Classes: Edd Bivin

       Sweepstakes: Terrie Houck


