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American Miniature Schnauzer Club



Board Meeting Minutes
January 14, 2025
CALLING THE MEETING TO ORDER:  

Date:  January 14, 2025     Time:  7:04 pm p.m. EST     Location:  Zoom      By:  Vicki Kubic
Board Attendees:  Vicki Kubic, Sara Mathies, Bonnie Keyes, Barbara Donahue, Jackie Harris, Brian Bogart, Carla Nickerson, Kelly Radcliffe, Sonny Lelle, Carol Henning, Cheryl Dugan, Terrie Houck, Carole Alex, Amy Gordon, Karla Hench, Lisa Sarvas
Committee Chairs/Guests: Gloria Gaultier
Approval of Minutes

Approval of September 24, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes – Motion to accept by Sonny Lelle and seconded by Terrie Houck.  Approved unanimously
Report of the President – Vicki Kubic
Welcome to the first board meeting of 2025. We achieved a lot last year and have much on our plates to accomplish this year. I know that last quarter of 2024 was a busy one but I’m hoping our committees were able to put a dent in their agendas.

2025 Goals 

· Full Court Press to update and rewrite committee guidelines that have not already been done. Luana Nedich has taken over responsibly for guidelines. 

· Identify and update Board Policies

· Develop a website location for Board Policies

· Develop website cloud storage library for AMSC committee information, historical info and more

AMSC Standing Committees 2025
AMSCestry


Carole Alex, Kelly Robison



AMSCope Magazine

Kate McMillan

AMSC-L Group

Cheryl Dugan


Awards – Annual

Sue Ratz



Awards – Versatility

Lynn Baitinger


Companion & Performance Events
Sue Ratz


Constitution & By-Laws
Patricia O’Brien, Kelly Radcliffe



Crop and Dock

Barbara Donahue, Beth Santure



AKC Marketplace

Kelly Robison


Montgomery Co Hospitality
Barbara Donahue

Judges Education

John Constantine-Amodei


Ethics



Cheryl Dugan, Andy Deer, Robyn Elliott


Guidelines


Patti Henderson, Luana Nedich


Health

Patti Henderson, Dr. Karen Hoffmann, Patricia O’Brien, Dr. Lisa Sarvas,
Dr. Paula Steele, Jan Taylor, Carole Weinberger


Historian


Open



Judges Selection

Amy Gordon


Legislative Liaison
      
Kelly Radcliffe


Membership


Cheryl Dugan


Publications / Literature
Patricia O’Brien


Rescue



Kelly Radcliffe
Statistics


Patti Henderson


Trophies


Barbara Donahue, Trish Hartzell, Gloria Gautier


Ways and Means

Jeanette Perosa

Website/Social Media
Jackie Harris – Chair, Kelly Robison, Doug Crowe – website support


AMSC SPECIALTIES




2025 Roving - AZ
Wayne Simpson
waynesimps@gmail.com
2025 Montgomery
Deb Lindsay

pachaug89@aol.com
AKC AMSC Positions:

AKC Breeder Referral 


Deborah Huff

AMSC Junior Coordinator


Gloria Gautier

AMSC Breeder Education Coordinator
Donna Hills







Carole Weinberger

Report of the Secretary – Sara Mathies
1. On 10/22/2024, an online vote was conducted to accept the revised Committee list for 2025.  Amy Gordon made the motion and it was seconded by Kelly Radcliffe.  Motion passed unanimously.

2. On December 7, 2024 the approved minutes from the July 2024 Board Meeting and the information on the 5 new member applicants were distributed to the entire membership via email.  Four members were sent the information through USPS.  
Report of the Treasurer – Bonnie Keyes
All Committee’s need to email me their Budget figures for 2025, ASAP so that I can complete the 2025 Budget.  What Income and Expensed they anticipate in 2025.
See attached financials.  One error was identified by Bonnie as column 24 should read ‘Budge 2024 Expenses’ versus ‘Income’.  
Report of the AKC Delegate – Barbara Donahue
Committee Reports

AKC Marketplace – Kelly Robison

The number of people falsely claiming to be members on AKC Marketplace were as follows:

· October – 2

· November – 1

· December – 0

· January to date - 1
AMSCare – Jana King
AMSC-L Group – Cheryl Dugan
AMSCestry – Carole Alex
AMSCOPE Magazine - Kate McMillan, Vicki Kubic, Bonnie Keyes
Ad rates for AMSCOPE Quarterly will see a modest increase for 2025 (see the Q4 issue for the new rates).
Awards – Sue Ratz (Annual) and Lynn Baitinger (Versatility)
Companion & Performance Events – Sue Ratz
Constitution & By-Laws – Patricia O’Brien
Continuing review of all materials provided by previous committee chair.
Dock & Crop – Barbara Donahue
Ethics – Cheryl Dugan
Guidelines – Luana Nedich
See specific Committee’s
Health – Patti Henderson
Historians - 
Judges Education/Overall Education – John Constantine-Amodei
Judges Selection – Amy Gordon
Legislative Liaison – Kelly Radcliffe

 
Membership/Insignia – Cheryl Dugan
Natalie Nicol

720 McDonald Drive, Reno, NV 89503 | (949) 525-2441 | Nat.nicol@gmail.com

Applying for Regular membership.

Natalie is passionate about Miniature Schnauzers and hopes to stay involved in conformation for many years to come. She finished her first show dog this year, “CH. Carmel Black Rock Desert Sunrise ~ Moxie”. She thought she was taking home a pet, but her breeder, Carma Ewer asked if she would try showing to see if she would like it. She attended her first show in Lodi, CA in 2021 and she was hooked!!  Moxie loved to show and it was such a thrill to finally get her Championship certificate in the mail. 

She has made many good friends in the AMSC and dog show community. She is eager to continue learning about grooming, handling and breeding. Natalie has read the AMSC Code of Ethics and Breed Standard and agrees to support both. Natalie has one Miniature Schnauzer that she acquired from Carma and Galen Ewer in 2020. Natalie is not a breeder. Natalie is involved in confirmation and attends 5 to 10 shows a year. Natalie is a member of the Truckee Meadows Dog Training Club in Reno, NV. She had never been disciplined or suspended from any club. 

Natalie is a Lawyer admitted to practice in California and Nevada. Natalie is willing to volunteer with the magazine, social media/website and legislative issues. Moxie is Natalie’s pride and joy! It has been a wonderful experience to learn to groom and show her. She feels fortunate to have received mentorship and guidance from Carma Ewer, Patricia O’Brien, Laurie Moore, Cheryl Dugan, and many other members of the AMSC. She feels she still has a lot to learn and is hoping that becoming a member of the AMSC will be a good opportunity to make connections and learn about the breed. Special skill’s: She is a lawyer with a background in journalism and has experience writing copy for a variety of publications. Sponsors: Patricia O’Brien and Cheryl Dugan

Mary Forseth

5449 Nature Rd NW, Bemidji, MN 56601 | Cell: 218-766-9515 | E_qwine.fine@midco.net

Applying for Regular membership.

Mary fell in love the Miniature Schnauzer at a 4-H show and has had one in her life ever since. She has been involved with dog sports over 20 years and wishes to compete more seriously with Schnauzer’s in the conformation ring. This year (2024) she exhibited in the Hatboro, Devon and Montgomery shows under the mentorship of Mary Paisley and Kate McMillian. Mary has read the AMSC Code of Ethics and Breed Standard and agrees to comply and support both. 

Mary owns an AKC Springer Spaniel that she acquired from a breeder, AKC/UKC Miniature Schnauzer that she acquired from a breeder(s), AKC/UKC Standard Schnauzer the she acquired from a breeder and an AKC/PAL German shepherd she acquired from rescue. Mary is not a breeder. Mary is involved in conformation for 13 years, Agility 13 years, Obedience 26 years, Tracking 9 years, Rally 6 years, Barn Hunt 1 year, Scent Work 2 years, Earthdog 2 years, and FCAT/DASH for 3 years. She attends 25-30 events, trials and seminars per year. Mary is a member of the following clubs: Twin Cities Miniature Schnauzer Club, Paul Bunyan Dog Training Association – Member of Show Committee and assists with all tasks associated with hosting a show. Chaired Bill board project, lead Tracking for Fun Training, assisted with 4-H Open Fun Show, help set up and tear down performance equipment, re-painted Fair Grounds Dog Arena statue and helped new members with conformation training. Mary has never been disciplined or suspended from any club. 

Mary is the CEO of a small business. Recently retired after 30 years in the public school system where she worked with students ages K – 12. Mary is willing to help with the Magazine, social media/Website and Education. Mary and her dogs have been involved in many activities, including putting a CH on 3 dogs in UKC. “Cruise” my conformation schnauzer has one major and approx. 7 points toward his championship in AKC and CGC TN, Cruise is also a UKC CH and has 2.5 of 5 legs towards his GCH. Mary and “Jazz” enjoy meeting people and their dogs. In AKC, Jazzy currently has a CGC, TN Rally N and 1 leg on Rally I and in UKC RO1 and RO2 and 1 leg on RO3. She is currently training for Earthdog and plans to finish her Rally titles. They attend monthly meetings with the training club and join in the assorted training and work sessions. Mary has hosted/instructed training sessions at her home. Mary says that attending Montgomery this year was vastly educational! She found the Schnauzer folks very friendly and helpful with encouragement and ring tips as she and Cruise navigated their second year of showing in AKC. Mary is currently mentoring with Mary Paisley and Kate McMillian. 

Mary’s Special Skills: Administrative/Instructional – founding member 1994-2014 (retired) of Beltrami County Sheriff’s Mounted Posse-SAR group, volunteer, held all offices except treasurer, developed By-Laws, training plans, worked disaster relief. Headwater Shooting Sport Foundation – board member, secretary, kept records, organized Dedication Ceremony, booked instructors for community events, composed newsletters/website. Paul Bunyan Dog Training Association – Assist with shows, training and events. Artistic – She has experience working with many types of medium. Soft skills – She has a strong work ethic, common sense, patients and a big smile. She will lead or follow equally well. Sponsors: Mary Paisley and Kate McMillan

Ava Rawlings – Junior

5304 238th Ave NW, St. Francis, MN 55070 | Cell Phone: 651-331-8045 | Email: the queensmisfit@gmail.com

Applying for a Junior Membership

Ava shows in Agility and Junior Showmanship. She feels being a part of the AMSC is very important and had starting inquiring in 2023. Ava has read the AMSC Code of Ethics and Breed Standard and agrees to comply and support both. Ava owns two dogs. Aksel, her Miniature Schnauzer was purchased as a pet from a breeder in Missouri and registered in PAL She also owns an Australian Sheppard that she was gifted from an AKC breeder and shows in conformation. She is very close to completing her GCH. She is not a breeder. Ava is involved in Juniors, Conformation, Agility, and Rally. She is involved with dog shows every weekend. Ava states she has never been disciplined or suspended by the AKC, UKC, or any other dog club. Ava belongs to the Cambridge Kennel Club of MN, Anoka Kennel Club, and Twin Cities Miniature Schnauzer Club. 

Ava is currently a Junior Handler and a Full-time Student. Ava Rawlings got her dog Aksel when she was 7 years old. Ava and Aksel have been an amazing pair together. Ava has done all his training (agility, rally, obedience, tricks). They compete at the master level in agility, have been to England on the Jr Worlds team for Team USA 2023, Won the 12’ overall in junior competition in Orlando, FL 2023 and were invited to the premier cup 2024 where they finished 4th in 12’. Sponsors: Donna Bonnicksen and Sara Mathies

Noelle C. Silva

1235 Bell Ave, Atlanta, GA 30344 | Phone: 678-755-5187 | Email: KK4NFV@gmail.com

Applying for Regular membership.

Noelle wants to join the AMSC to further her education regarding Miniature Schnauzer’s, cultivate new friendships, and mentorships. She wants to learn more about the history and preservation of this breed. She wants to be accountable and responsible in her future dealing with club members. Noelle has read the AMSC Code of Ethics and Breed Standard and agrees to comply and support both. 

Noelle owns the following breeds: AKC Afghan Hounds 15 years, acquired from a breeder, AKC Toy Poodle 3 years from Martha Talley, and AKC Miniature Schnauzer from Hilde Haakensen.  Noelle is a breeder. She co-owns a bitch with Hilde Haakensen and they have had 2 litters. Noelle has been involved in confirmation for 15 years, judging a year and a half and also participates in Fast CAT and Lure Coursing. Noelle attends about 10 – 12 events a year, more when her work schedule allows. Noelle has been a member of the Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia for 15 years. She chairs the Nominating Committee and helps with Judging for the B matches, handling classes and trophies. Noelle states she has never been disciplined or suspended from any dog clubs. 

She is a dog groomer and is a daycare/boarding manager. Noelle is willing to volunteer for social media/Website, Education, Legislative Issues, Public Awareness, Membership and Rescue. Noelle shares that she currently has 3 Afghan bitches, a 2 years old “Sunshine”, a 3-year old GCH named “Love” and a 6 year old CH, named “Sumatra”. She co-owns 2 Toy Poodles and a Miniature Schnauzer. Noelle has done some rescue, charity grooming, can proof read and be computer savvy if needed. Sponsors: Marie Murphy and Hilde Haakensen

Ashley Love

3828 Randall Rd, Ransomville, NY 14131 | Cell Phone #: 716-431-2173 | Email: ashleyelove8@gmail | Kennel Name: Vaquera

Applying for Regular membership.

Ashley states that she is an advocate of breeding Miniature Schnauzers that are as close as possible to the breed standard and represent the wonderful qualities of the breed. AMSC membership offers a community of like-minded individuals dedicated to promoting that goal, along with opportunities to continue learning, connecting with others and being involved with events and opportunities through the club. Ashley has read the AMSC Code of Ethics and Breed Standard and agrees to comply and support both. 

Ashley owns Giant Schnauzer and AKC Miniature Schnauzer’s. All dogs were acquired through breeders or bred by her. Ashley is a breeder and she owns 2 bitches. She co-owns her bitches with Karen Fawcett. Her older bitch had 2 litters in the past 5 years. Ashley has been involved in conformation for 1 year, agility and obedience for 7 years, Barn Hunt for 2 years and participates in FastCAT and Therapy dog. Ashley attends about 15 events a year. She does agility and obedience classes, but does not compete in either at this time. The Giant Schnauzer is a Therapy Dog with TDI as of this year and has his CGC. She started her Miniature Schnauzers in Barn Hunt, conformation and FastCAT last year. They attend 1-2 events each month in addition to classes. She has done 6 conformation shows, 4 FastCAT trials and 6 Barn Hunt trials this year so far. Ashley does not belong to any dog clubs. She had never been disciplined or suspended. 

Ashely is a New York Air National Guard Officer (Lieutenant Colonel going on 16 years in the military), currently 107 ATKW Comptroller; Financial Management Commander. She is an admitted attorney in NY and volunteers in that capacity. Ashely is willing to volunteer with Education and Legislative Issues. Ashely got her first Miniature Schnauzer 7 years ago, Liberty. She co-owns her with a friend, Karen Fawcett, who has been breeding Miniature Schnauzers for 30+ years, averaging a litter or less each year and always striving to improve and produce puppies that meet the breed standard and are great breed representatives. Her last litter was a breeding to GCHG Cruisin’ In Style and she kept a puppy out of that litter. She started showing Frieda in conformation this past year as an owner-handler and has learned an immense amount over that year! She does FastCAT with Frieda, Barn Hunt with Liberty, obedience and agility classes with both. She owns a Giant Schnauzer from HiStyle who is certified with TDI for Therapy Dog work. She enjoys and appreciates the qualities of a well-bred dog. Ashley’s special skills include proofreading and research/writing – she was an editor on the Buffalo Law Review and has good computer skills. Sponsors: Vicki Kubic and Barbara Donahue

Montgomery County Hospitality – Barbara Donahue
Nominating Committee
Publications & Literature – Patricia O’Brien

Rescue – Kelly Radcliffe
Roving Specialty – John Constantine-Amodei

Statistics – Patti Henderson
Placed on the website

Trophies –Barbara Donahue
Ways & Means – Jeanette Perosa 
Since March 2024 - Had 46 orders totaling $1762.77 in sales/ our share refer to Treasurer
Re organized the site to sell 8 products:

T-shirts

Ball cap

Sweatshirts

Mugs

Garden Flag

Magnet
Ordered second patch, 15 throws.

Will be ordering a third batch once we get the website ad up again
Old Stock

Remaining Great Western Duffle Bags and Luggage Tags

Discussed using the tags as trophies and disposing of the remaining duffle bags.

New products

Grooming aprons will be released on the Printify website for purchase beginning in March

Promo ad will go out late February on the IO list and maybe Facebook

Retail price will be between $25-$30 dollars
Website/social media – Jackie Harris
The website has had a couple of hiccups recently due to high volume use. We are working with our IT company to get these issues resolved. We are looking for additional member volunteer(s) to help with the ongoing workload.
AKC Position Reports

Breeder Education – Donna Hills and Carol Weinberger
Breeder Referral – Deborah Huff

Junior Showmanship – Gloria Gautier
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Desperately need a Back-up for Jackie Harris – website

NEW BUSINESS

1. Vote on 4 single US memberships and 1 Junior membership.  Sonny Lelle made the motion to accept the 4 single and 1 junior membership.  Karla Hench seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
2. Judges Committee Guidelines – for Board Approval.  There was one error identified at the bottom of page two; the email address needs to be updated to Amy Gordon’s.  Amy Gordon made the motion to approve the Judges Committee Guidelines with the one change noted.  Barbara Donahue seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
3. Discussion regarding eliminating Brood Bitch, Stud Dog, Brace and Parade of CH to Montgomery. Entries have dwindled down to almost nothing. Since judging is done after BOB, people are already leaving or packing up. Would save dollars on trophies. 

a. Discussion around keeping Brace since Montgomery County has Brace in Group.  Consensus is that we keep Brace.
b. Brood Bitch, Stud Dog, and Prade of Champions we will monitor the entries and interest from the membership during 2025 and revisit this discussion later in the year.  
4. For the lack of participation in the West for the last 2 roving’s, the committee would like to make a motion to hold the 2027 Roving Specialty in Louisville KY in March which has always been a very good entry. We propose having it there every year going forward. We always have a very good entry there even when there is not an AMSC specialty. It would be familiar for everyone since they would know what to expect each year (i.e. hotels, restaurants, Show setup, etc.) Louisville also has a very nice Agility area which has great entries as well. We could hold an annual agility and OB National there. If the 2026 Roving in Palm Springs has a very good entry, then we could perhaps hold it there each year, but we need to wait and see. This year at Palm Springs, there were only 14 entered.
John Constatine-Amodei made the motion to hold the 2027 Roving in Louisville in March 2027.  The motion was seconded by Brian Bogart.  Motion pass unanimously.   
Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:50 EDT by Carla Nickerson.  This motion was seconded by Bonnie Keyes.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Next Board meeting will be Tuesday April 8, 2025 at 7:00 pm EDT via Zoom
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